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DESIGNSENSE

[ by Karin Bohne ]

Designer’s 
Guild fabric 
‘Meis’

Schumacher 
fabric in 
‘Leopard’

Schumacher 
outdoor 
fabric in 
‘Tabacco’

Designer’s 
Guild 
wallcovering 
in ‘Darly’

Osborne 
and Little 
wallcovering 
in ‘Trees’

wallcoverings 
and fabrics in 
shadesofgrey 

shadesofgrey 

Dramatic

Soft, gender-neutral, warm or cool and           
complimentary with everything... I could go on 
and on about the colour grey. Often referred 
to as ‘the new beige’, grey has become a much 
more modern choice when a neutral colour 

is indicated, and has recently become a go-to shade for 
many interior designers.
But instead of using just a solid grey to decorate your 

home, try mixing it up with patterns and textures to create 
drama and add personality to your space. Go for a bold 
wallpaper or a patterned fabric, and try complimenting it 
with a splash of black and white.
Here are some fun and non-traditional examples of     

wallcoverings and fabrics, all in unique shades of grey.
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Tips&Tricks
Additional tips and tricks for using grey:

Because it’s inherently 
neutral, grey is the perfect 
backdrop for making other 
colours pop.

Using strong colours as 
accents—such as bright 
yellows or bold greens—
will add excitement and 
drama to any room.

Expecting a baby and not 
sure what to paint the 
nursery? A delicate and 
soft pale grey is the perfect 
choice for an ultra-
modern baby’s room. 

 
opposite page

page: X.X.L. wall-
covering in ‘Voile’ 

Silver pillow and white 
lamp available through 

The Cross Décor and Design
This page: EQ3 sofa in      

‘Nolan Gunmetal’
Osborne and Little  

pillow fabric 
Benjamin Moore paint 

in ‘Wrought Iron’

Don’t forget to consider lighting. If you’re painting a south-facing room, 
make sure you choose a grey that’s slightly ‘cool’, because the warm 
light can make grey seem brown sometimes. On the other hand, go for a     
‘warmer’ grey if you’re painting a north-facing room, as northern light 
can sometimes make grey feel icy and cold.




